Memorandum of Understanding

between

 United States Fish and Wildlife Service

and 

Zoological Society of San Diego

for 

 Captive Propagation of the Light-footed Clapper Rail

1. Introduction
The loss and degradation of coastal salt marsh habitat in southern California has led to the Light-footed Clapper Rail (Rallus longirostris levipes) being listed as Endangered in 1973 under the federal Endangered Species Act.  This marsh bird occurs in coastal wetlands of southern California and northern Baja California, Mexico.  It occurs in mostly low densities in fragments of its former habitat.  Annual spring call counts in southern California wetlands since 1980 have resulted in population estimates of 142 to 360 pairs, breeding in 8 to19 wetlands between 1980 and 2005.  The spring call count in 2005 yielded an estimate of 260 pairs in16 wetlands.  Several important wetland populations have in recent years undergone serious declines.  At Seal Beach National Wildlife Refuge the rail population was estimated at 66 pairs in 1998, in 2000 the population had dropped to an estimated 10 pairs.  Repeated population losses in isolated wetlands have raised concerns for the genetic health of the rail populations due to loss of diversity in the gene pool.

On September 20, 2000, the Department of the Interior issued a Notice of Policy in the Federal Register (RIN 1018-AG25, Federal Register/ Vol. 65, No. 183) entitled, APolicy Regarding Controlled propagation of Species Listed Under the Endangered Species Act@.  This policy addresses the role of controlled propagation in the conservation and recovery of species listed as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (as amended).  Recovery actions implemented under this agreement shall be performed in accordance with this policy.

Because of the rail=s tenuous status, the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) initiated a program in 1997 aimed at developing a captive breeding protocol for propagation of the species with the intention of conserving the species in the wild.  We have cooperated with private ornithologists, Sea World of San Diego, and the City of Chula Vista in developing husbandry techniques for breeding rails in captivity with an intention of releasing the offspring into the wild.  To this date, the program has met with success in developing a protocol for breeding captive Light-footed Clapper Rails kept in captivity.  Because of this history, the Service proposes to expand the program by including additional cooperators who will take on focused tasks within the overall program.  One of these additional cooperators is the Zoological Society of San Diego through its facility the San Diego Zoo’s Wild Animal Park ( SDWAP).

The Service will authorize the Ataking@ of Light-footed Clapper Rails in connection with the continued development of a captive propagation protocol under an existing Federal Fish and Wildlife Permit held by Dr. Richard Zembal (TE-839480).   The Service will provide breeding adults or chicks that the SDWAP will raise as appropriate under the guidance and direction of the Service and as specified herein. Once the breeding stock is provided, the SDWAP will parent raise chicks but that chicks requiring hand rearing will be transferred to Sea World of San Diego.

2. Authorities

The Service enters into this agreement pursuant to the authority provided by the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended (16 U.S.C. section 1531 et seq.)

3. Purpose

The purpose of this agreement is to implement a cooperative program to further the recovery of the Light-footed Clapper Rail. 

Tasks include: 

*continue development of a protocol that demonstrates the feasibility of a captive breeding program for the rail 

*maintenance of the rail chicks in a safe environment with daily care and periodic and as-needed veterinary attention by qualified personnel 

*provision of chicks raised by the SDWAP to the Service for a genetic/demographic augmentation program that will include release of chicks raised in captivity into coastal salt marshes throughout southern California

4. Term of Agreement

Because many of the activities associated with this agreement will be ongoing, the agreement termination date will be September 30, 2008.  Either party may terminate this agreement upon 30 days written notice if any breeding stock, eggs or chicks are in the possession of SDWAP, or immediately after the receipt of written notice by either party if no eggs or chicks are in the possession of SDWAP.

5. Obligations of the Parties

A. Service Responsibilities:

1. Subject to the availability of staff and funding, and relative to the annual cycle of the rail, the Service, or its duly authorized and appointed agent, will provide the SDWAP with birds subject to the requirements and limitations of the endangered species recovery permit held by Dr. Richard Zembal, and subject to the ability of the SDWAP to house and provide animal husbandry to the rails. Eggs from the wild would be routed through Sea World and the young chicks transferred to the SDWAP at the appropriate age.

2. The Service or its duly authorized and appointed agent will review and                                                                   provide input into the activities and reports of all cooperators including the SDWAP.

3. The Service or its duly authorized and appointed agent will provide guidance and limited participation in some of the SDWAP=s activities, including habitat design, behavioral interpretation, animal husbandry requirements, and public interpretation.

4. The Service will determine release criteria for rails bred through the program.  The Service and its duly authorized and appointed agent will be responsible for development of a protocol for release of young rails into the wild.  

B. 
ZSSD responsibilities:

1. SDWAP will accept, care for, protect, and attempt to raise to fledgling age Light-footed Clapper Rails provided to them under paragraph A.1 of this section; the legal authority to take these rails will be the Services= Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office recovery sub-permit.

2.  SDWAP will incubate eggs and transfer chicks that require hand raising to Sea World in conjunction with the Service or its duly authorized and appointed agent.  


3. In the event a captive rail is injured, killed or dies of any cause,  SDWAP will notify the Service via telephone contact within 24 hours, or as soon as is practicable, of the incident. Contacts: Slader Buck (760) 930-0168 and Brian Collins (619) 691-1262.

4. Chicks raised within this program will not be directly exhibited to the public in the interest of maintaining them in as disturbance free an environment as possible.   SDWAP personnel will be responsible for coordination with the Service and its cooperators in designing and implementing a captive rearing program that attempts to raise birds that may survive and reproduce in the wild. SDWAP is interested at some point in time to exhibit the species (non-release candidates). This would serve as an education program to inform the general public about this endangered species and related wetland issues. The FWS retains final authority to authorize or disallow such exhibitions of captive rails on a case by case basis.
5. ZSSD will work cooperatively with the Service in disseminating current            information on the program and this endangered species to the public and news media.  Each party will consult with the other prior to any public release of information related to this program. Service Contact: Barbara Simon (619) 691-1262 and Jane Hendron (760) 431- 9440. SDWAP Contact:  Christina Simmons (619) 231-1515, ext. 4250.

           6. Project Officers:

The Project Officer for the Service is:


OR




Field Supervisor
Project Leader

Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
                                San Diego NWR Complex                     (760) 431-9440                                                             (760) 930-0168

USFWS Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office

 

6010 Hidden Valley Road, Carlsbad Ca, 92009







Carlsbad, CA






T

The Project Officer for the Zoological Society of San Diego is: 

Michael Mace

Curator of Birds

San Diego Zoo’s Wild Animal Park

15500 San Pasqual Valley Road

Escondido, CA

92027-7017

760-738-5077 or mmace@sandiegozoo.org

The Service Duly Authorized and Appointed Agent is:

Dr. Richard Zembal

24821 Buckboard Lane

Laguna Hills, CA

92653

(949) 643-3097

7. 
Deliverables and Milestones

1.  SDWAP will provide annual reports, any supporting documents and brief monthly summaries of activities and progress to the Service during the time Light-footed Clapper Rail chicks are in SDWAP=s possession. Reports to include; number of eggs taken from the wild for incubation purposes, sex ratio of birds raised, disposition of each bird, band numbers, and any other pertinent information that is collected. Two copies of the report will be provided and sent to the following address:

                                      Refuge Manager

San Diego NWR Complex 

2722 Loker Ave. West, Suite D

Carlsbad, CA 92008
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Funding

Each participant hereto shall fund the responsibilities assigned to it under this agreement provided that the responsibility of the Service to carry out its obligations under this agreement is subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

9. 
Amendments

Amendments to this agreement may be proposed by either party and will become effective upon being reduced to a written instrument executed by both parties.

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

By:______________________________________ 

Date:_______________

Title:____________________________________

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF SAN DIEGO

By:______________________________________ 

Date:_______________

Title:____________________________________

