Notes from Analytical Tools breakout – 3-31-10

Unanswered questions/Clarification needed:

· We haven’t really defined what we mean by “network.”  Technical network?  Operational framework?  

· We need a consistent approach to downscaling.  Someone needs to decide what is right for the nation.  

· Looking at cyclical diagram of adaptive management, where does an LCC fit?

· With respect to “network” there will be some commonalities in needs and approaches among LCCs.

· What are the decisions that are being made with downscaled models?  Are the data appropriate and how can they be improved?

· We need to keep in mind the connectivity between LCCs, and this is where the concept of a national network is important.

· Consistency and standardization wrt data, and a range of acceptable models (don’t prescribe a single model).

· Time steps and refresh rates will also need to be nationally consistent, or at least a minimum threshold

· There are many options for climate modeling and downscaling, but it should be possible to identify best practices, particularly with respect to handling uncertainty.

· Draw a line between ecological modeling (more control) and climate modeling (want competing models, but need some bounds). 

· What is the purpose of the network?  National scale analysis?  Ensuring communication across LCCs?

· What do we mean by “consistency?”  Need for some biological continuity.

· Climate change isn’t the only game in town.  Other stressors should be included in the conversation.

· Don’t expect too much from models.

· Where is capacity to use tools (at CSC or at LCC)?

· Reduce duplication

· Common tools needed?

· Standardized data input

