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Dear _____________,

We are requesting to be a “Cooperating Agency” in this project as defined by the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) Regulations for Implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Section 1508.5.  [As a Cooperating Agencies we expect to participate in the scoping process leading to identification of significant issues for the plan and to help develop the EAEIS purpose and need statement] (OPTIONAL).  We will commit personnel adequate to develop pertinent information and to prepare environmental analyses based on our expertise and area of jurisdiction, with direction from our agency.  The Service will focus their efforts of on topics for which they have expertise and appropriate data or information.  [For example, we may supply “data” if we have access to an e.g.,  geographic information system and the necessary staff resources to complete the analyses.] (OPTIONAL) We will use the environmental analyses and proposals of your agency to the extent possible, consistent with your responsibility as lead agency.

Please be advised that a response to this request to be a Cooperating Agency is required under CEQ regulation 1501.6 (c).  Should you decide not to accept us as a Cooperating Agency, you must respond in writing and submit a copy of your reply to the CEQ.  Please feel free to direct questions regarding the planning process to YOU, Project Leader, at [PHONE NUMBER].  Questions regarding Cooperating Agencies and NEPA may be directed to Julie Concannon (503) 231-6747.
Sincerely,

______________

