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DATE: January 12, 2005
PREPARED BY:  Wayne White, Field Supervisor, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
FROM:  Steven A. Williams, Director
SUBJECT:  Placer County Conservation Plan (PCCP) and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for western Placer County, California
PURPOSE OF BRIEFING DOCUMENT:  To request publication in the Federal Register of the Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS and to conduct public scoping meetings regarding the preparation by Placer County, California, to apply for a permit to allow the incidental take of 8 listed and 26 unlisted species in Placer County with an accompanying habitat conservation plan (HCP), pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.
ISSUES:  
· This notice describes the draft Placer County Conservation Plan (proposed action) and possible alternatives, invites public participation in the scoping process for preparing the EIS, and identifies the Service official to whom questions and comments concerning the proposed action may be directed.
· Applicants include Placer County, Placer County Water Agency, Placer County Transportation Planning Agency, and the City of Lincoln.
· The Service is the lead agency for NEPA purposes.  The Department of Army, Corps of Engineers and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service are cooperating agencies on the NEPA document.
· The PCCP includes activities designed to allow compliance with the California Natural Community Conservation Planning Act, and with other permits for which the applicants may be applying, including: (1) a Federal Clean Water Act Section 404 Programmatic General Permit (from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers), (2) a Master Streambed Alteration Agreement (from the California Department of Fish and Game), and (3) a Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification (from the Regional Water Quality Control Board).

· The draft PCCP proposes to cover approximately 270,000 acres in Western Placer County.

· The draft PCCP may address up to 34 species, 8 of which are federally listed (bald eagle, California red-legged frog, California tiger salamander, giant garter snake, vernal pool tadpole shrimp, vernal pool fairy shrimp, valley elderberry longhorn beetle, and central valley steelhead).
MAIN DECISION OR MESSAGE:  Publication will enable the Service to inform the public of the intent to prepare an EIS, announce plans to conduct public scoping meetings, invite public participation in the scoping process, and solicit public comments for consideration in establishing the scope and content of the EIS.

SERVICE PERSPECTIVE:  Placer County and its participants anticipate applying for an incidental take permit with a 50-year duration.  The primary issue to be addressed during the scoping and planning process for the PCCP and EIS is how to resolve potential conflicts between development or land management practices and federal- and state-listed species.  It is intended that the PCCP will describe land management and conservation activities that will provide a net conservation benefit to the listed and unlisted species covered under the plan.
CONTACT:  Steve Thompson, Manager, California/Nevada Operations Office

