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DATE: January 21, 2005
PREPARED BY:  Wayne White, Field Supervisor, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
FROM:  Steven A. Williams, Director
SUBJECT:  Draft Habitat Conservation Program (HCP) and Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the issuance of an incidental take permit for the San Joaquin kit fox at the Arnaudo Brothers, Wathen-Castanos and River East Holding sites within and adjacent to the Santa Nella Community Specific Plan Area, in Merced County, California
PURPOSE OF BRIEFING DOCUMENT:  To request publication in the Federal Register of the Notice of Availability of the draft HCP and EA after receiving applications for incidental take permits pursuant to Section 10 (a)(1)(B) of the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.
ISSUES:  The Service is considering the issuance of a 10-year incidental take permit to the Arnaudo Brothers, Wathen-Castanos and River East Holding that would authorize take of the endangered San Joaquin kit fox, during the construction of a 182-acre residential and commercial development, on four sites in Merced County, California.  The project will affect 182-acres of suitable habitat for the San Joaquin kit fox in the Santa Nella Community Specific Plan Area.
The applicant is hoping for a permit decision by the Service by Spring of 2005.
MAIN DECISION OR MESSAGE:  Publication will enable the Service to receive public comment on the draft HCP and EA.

SERVICE PERSPECTIVE:   The HCP’s proposed minimization and mitigation measures include the setting aside of San Joaquin kit fox habitat both on and off site, through conservation easement or fee title acquisition.  The Service has concerns relative to movement of the San Joaquin kit fox through the Santa Nella area.  Habitat suitable for movement is limited due to highways, an aqueduct, and existing development.  The proposed mitigation attempts to address this issue and we will continue to evaluate the proposal with additional information that may be provided during the public comment period.
CONTACT:  Steve Thompson, Manager, California/Nevada Operations Office

