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November 1, 2005

Chief Allan, Tribal Chairman

Coeur d'Alene Tribe
850 A Street.
P.O. Box 408
Plummer, Idaho 83851
Dear Mr. Allan:

The Coeur d'Alene Basin Natural Resource Trustee Council (Council) is in the process of developing a Coeur d'Alene Basin Interim Restoration Plan.  This plan, developed under the lead of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Agency and National Environmental Policy Act guidelines, will outline restoration activities to be conducted  only during 2006-2008 is  funded by Natural Resource Damages, which were collected for injuries to natural resources caused by mining related activities in the Coeur d'Alene Basin, Idaho.  A draft of this interim plan was published to solicit public comment during a 30-day period beginning November XX, 2005.  We are seeking your input regarding the development of this interim restoration plan pursuant to Department of Interior Secretarial Order 3206 (American Indian Tribal Rights, Federal-Tribal Trust Responsibilities, and Endangered Species Act) Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination With Indian Tribal Governments) and the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Native American Policy.
The Draft Coeur d'Alene Basin Interim Restoration Plan (Plan) is the culmination of more than a year of cooperative work among the Council members and includes the U.S. Department of the Interior (represented by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of Land Management), U.S. Department of Agriculture (represented by the U.S. Forest Service) and the Coeur d'Alene Tribe.  The Plan includes proposed restoration activities to be conducted in the near term that have been deemed high priority by all Trustee Council representatives based on a number of factors. 
Members of the Council are available to address questions and/or concerns by your staff regarding this Plan.  We plan on calling your Natural Resources Director within two weeks of your receipt of this letter to answer any questions and to discuss this matter further, if necessary.  Enclosed is a copy of the Plan for your review.  Please call Brian Spears of my staff (509 893-8032) if you have any questions regarding this Plan.

Sincerely,








Supervisor 

Upper Columbia Fish and Wildlife Office


11103 East Montgomery Drive


Spokane, Washington  99206
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