BRIEFING FOR THE SECRETARY







DATE: December 30, 2004
PREPARED BY:  Diane Noda, Field Supervisor, Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

FROM:  Steven A. Williams, Director

SUBJECT:  Proposed San Luis Obispo Coast District and Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), San Luis Obispo County, California 

PURPOSE OF BRIEFING DOCUMENT:  To request publication in the Federal Register of a Notice of Intent (NOI) to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)    

ISSUES:
(
The California Department of Parks and Recreation (CDPR) intends to request a section 10(a)(1)(B) permit for the incidental take of the endangered California least tern (Sterna antillarum browni) and Morro shoulderband snail (Helminthoglypta walkeriana) and the threatened western snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus) and California red-legged frog (Rana aurora draytonii).

(
The draft HCP covers six park units, or portions thereof, in the Estero Bay and Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes areas of San Luis Obispo County.  From north to south, the park units are:  Estero Bluffs, Morro Strand State Beach, Morro Bay State Park, Montaña De Oro State Park, Pismo Dunes Natural Preserve (a subunit of Pismo State Beach), and Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area (ODSVRA); totaling approximately 24 square miles.

· Covered activities include park visitor use, general park maintenance and operations, natural resource management, special projects, and special events.

· CDPR’s operation of several of these park units has resulted in the death of one or more listed species.  Additionally, CDPR was sued by the Sierra Club for alleged Endangered Species Act violations.  CDPR, the Sierra Club, and the Service recognize the need for an incidental take permit to allow CDPR to continue operation of these park units.
MAIN DECISION OR MESSAGE:  Publication will enable the Service to gather information pertaining to potential issues or concerns surrounding this high profile project.  The NOI is expected to be published in the Federal Register in January 2005.

SERVICE PERSPECTIVE:  The Service is working cooperatively with CDPR to facilitate completion of the HCP and associated EIS.  The conservation strategy CDPR is proposing in their draft HCP will provide for the conservation of the covered species.
The conservation strategy for the ODSVRA has been very controversial and will likely remain so.  The off-highway vehicle group and environmental community disagree on the appropriate use of this park and amount of area that should be set aside for threatened and endangered species.
CONTACT:  Steve Thompson, Manager, California/Nevada Operations Office
