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Emergency Actions and NEPA 

Attached please find guidance fkom the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) for 
Emergency Actions and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). This guidance 
is specific to emergency actions related to Hurricane Katrina and highlights several 
points, including reporting requirements for oil and chemical spills, projected long term 
recovery efforts, and information on how agencies can respond to emergencies and 
comply with NEPA. 

Existing Departmental policy can be found in section 516 of the Departmental Manual 
and in Environmental Statement Memorandum (ESM04-11) titled: NEPA Compliance in 
Emergency Situations. This guidance was previously issued by the Office of 
Environmental Policy and Compliance (OEPC). 
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OEPC is currently drafting additional guidance for circumstances where performing 
emergency activities associated with the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina are not expected 
to have a significant environmental impact. The guidance is expected to be issued soon. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Chris Kearney at 208-4203. 
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