
Advanced Identification of Disposal Areas


(ADIDs)
I. 
Description (40 CFR 230.80 in the EPA CWA §404 regulations)

A.
EPA and Corps, after consultation with State and local sponsors, may enter into an advanced identification of the extent of wetlands within the study area; and in advance calculate the functions and values of those wetlands, including their evaluation in a landscape context.

1.
Final products include maps which identify wetlands which are "generally unsuitable for fill"; and, if appropriate,

2.
Wetlands which could be future fill sites (generally non-sensitive or highly degraded wetlands).

B.
Regulations stipulate that designation as potential fill site does not constitute a permit authorization;  ADID findings would likely be referenced in a permit application;  full analysis of alternatives, etc. still needed.

C.
Designation as generally unsuitable for fill does not prohibit application for or authorization by the Corps as a disposal site.

D.
Process incudes resource mapping and HEP-type analysis; joint Corps/EPA public notice, public meetings.

E.
Basis for ADID supposedly is likelihood that filling an area would comply with the §404(b)(1) guidelines.

II.
Discussion

Advanced planning is wise; however, the advanced designation as generally unsuitable may cause serious erosion in support from the local sponsor (e.g. Cedar Island ADID takings case, Philipsburg ADID).  Advanced designation as generally suitable may unreasonably raise the expectations of the property owner (alternatives analysis still is necessary; presumption of upland alternatives still there).

III.
Examples
Region IV, EPA; Chincoteague, Hackensack Meadowlands; McHenry County, IL
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