Working With the News Media 2009

Welcome to the world of Working with the News Media! The tips and techniques you will learn about and use during this course will provide the foundation necessary to effectively interact with the news media. During the week you will view a news story from the reporter’s perspective, write a news release, and perform a relevant on-camera interview for a resource issue that needs to be addressed at your office. You will be given some time to prepare; however, completing all pre-course reading assignments and worksheets will be essential to your success.

Be prepared to:

· Use the completed pre-course assignments in class to discuss characteristics of the news media, deconstruct news stories, identify key information and succinctly articulate key messages that link organizational priorities with public interest; 

· Use the information and completed worksheets from the pre-course assignment and instructor presentations, and accompanying exercises to write a clear, relevant news release and perform an on-camera interview;

· Make use of your course instructors' experience and expertise to hone your media skills.

Be sure to bring all completed worksheets with you to the course.

Pre-Course Assignment checklist:

__ Complete: Background Survey and submit by July 27, 2009 via email
__ Read: “A Case Study of Comprehensive Conservation Planning


   At Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge, Florida”

__ Complete: Accompanying worksheet
__ Read: “Characteristics of Key News Media” 


__ Complete: “News Media Matrix” worksheet
__ Read: “What is News?” and “Developing Key Messages”


__ Complete: “News Story Background” worksheet

