Environmental Education Methods

Course Assignments
We are pleased that you will be participating in the training course, Environmental Education Methods.  We hope you leave this course with new ideas, tools, and skills to implement an environmental education project that is well thought out and addresses your site’s mission and/or resource management goals.
We want the week to be a valuable training experience and worthy of your time and energy, so you will be required to do some work before, during, and after the course.  We have included information on these assignments for your review.  Please complete the pre‑course assignment questions by August 28th, which will prepare you for the course.
It will take time to develop or revise and implement the environmental education project you select to work on during the course.  We have included a sample letter for your supervisor to sign giving permission for you to work on this project.  This is to assure approved time in your work schedule to meet the course requirements. 
Pre‑Course Assignment: Front End Evaluation
The pre‑course assignment will help you to identify a resource management or organization issue and a specific audience to focus on for your course work.

Complete this pre‑course assignment and mail or FAX by August 28, 2009 to:
Julie Study, Course Leader



PHONE:
(304) 876-7651

National Conservation and Training Center 

FAX:  
 
(304) 876-7231

698 Conservation Way



EMAIL: Julie_study@fws.gov

Shepherdstown, West Virginia  25443




Contact Information
Name:_______________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________
Phone:_____________________Fax:______________________

E-mail:_____________________
____ I do not object to having my picture taken during the course and possibly used in future NCTC publications.
1. Briefly describe your primary work role(s) and responsibilities.
2. Please state your agency/organization’s mission statement.

(Example: We will all work together to protect, enhance, and maximize natural resources and educate the public to the value of those resources.‑  Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge)

3. In the table below, please identify: 
· Two natural resource issues your agency/organization needs to address
· The primary audience to be addressed for each issue.
	
	
RESOURCE ISSUE
	
PRIMARY AUDIENCE

	Example 1
	loss of habitat due to development

	community members/leaders

	Example 2
	pollution from urban run-off

	youth groups/school groups

	ISSUE 1
	
	

	ISSUE 2
	
	


Circle the issue you plan to use in this course from the above table.

4. For your selected issue, list your understanding of the audience.  Consider discussing some of the questions below with a representative as appropriate.
· What do they know about your agency/organization?

· How do they view your agency/organization?

· What audience beliefs might affect the way you design your project?
· What do they need that you can offer? 
· What are the attitudes and behavior that contribute to this issue? 

· Based on the above answers, what EE method do you think would work best with your target audience?

5. Write your educational goal(s). (Broad statement that describes what you want to accomplish with the audience you selected in question 5.)
6. List or describe on-site (public or private lands) or off-site (schools, youth groups) locations your project will be conducted. (Examples: on-site - marsh at wildlife refuge or nature preserve; off-site - school or community center.)

7. List potential partners who may want to be involved with your project. (Examples: city environmental services departments, water management districts, other environmental organizations or state and federal offices, service groups, school systems, etc.)

8. List local/national agencies or groups whose programs, materials, etc. relate to the issue and audience you are addressing.  If possible, bring a copy of their material with you.
9. Most school districts use local, state, or national education requirements to assist teachers in achieving student learning objectives.  These can be called frameworks, guidelines, benchmarks, academic standards, etc.

If you are designing a project with public school groups, call your local school or school district to obtain a copy of these “guidelines” to bring with you to the course.  This will help you work on your project during and following the course.

Title of requirement: (Example: State of Florida, Sunshine State Standards.)
10. If you are designing a project for a youth group, bring a copy of the badge requirements. (Examples: Junior Girl Scout badge: World of the Out-of-Doors (Eco‑Action; Outdoor Surroundings), Boy Scout Webelos Activity Badges: Scientist, Naturalist, Citizen, etc.) 


Title of requirement:
11. If you are designing a project for home schools bring a copy of their educational requirements.

Title of requirement:

12. List the budget and staffing resources you have to work with.

13. List the environmental education programs/projects already established at your facility.

(Examples: classroom presentations, educator workshops, field trips, action projects, lending libraries, etc.)  Place a (*) next to the programs/projects you are directly involved with.

14. Please ask your supervisor to sign the enclosed letter allowing you time to work on an environmental education project.  Include a signed copy with the pre-course assignment and keep the original for your records.
The Course Assignment
The project planning and evaluation model you will use during the course will lead you through a step-by-step process to develop or revise and implement an effective environmental education project. You will be given time and assistance throughout the week to work on your project.  Remember to bring any support materials for your project to the course.
Be prepared to:

· Use the information presented during the course sessions to help you with your project;
· Use the course worksheets to help you with your planning;
· Participate in Project Planning Sessions to give and receive advice and feedback about your project; and
· Make use of your Project Planning Leader and other course instructors' expertise.

_______________________________
Post Course Assignment
The post course assignment consists of implementing your project in a designated time period with the help of your supervisor and NCTC course leaders.

1. Within six months to a year from the date of this course, return a completed “Project Summary Report.”
2. Submit the copy to NCTC, Julie Study (You will receive a Project Summary Report Form during the course that provides the format for the report.)
3. Julie Study, the course leader is available for assistance until your project is completed.
4. Keep your supervisor apprised of your project's progress. Consult her/him for advice as appropriate.
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