Education Program for Youth: School’s Out!


USFWS - National Conservation Training Center (NCTC)

Shepherdstown, West Virginia        

Course Assignments 

We are delighted that you will be participating in the training course, Education Programs for Youth: School’s Out! We hope you leave this course with new ideas, tools, and skills to implement an education program for youth.  Our focus will be outdoor programs for non-school audiences.

In order to make the training experience as beneficial to you as we can, there is some work to do before, during, and after the course.  We have included information on these assignments for your review.  Please complete the pre‑course assignment questions by Monday, April 8, 2013 which will help prepare you for the course.

Pre‑Course Assignment:
The pre‑course assignment will help you to identify: 1) a resource management issue or other topic that will be the focus of your program; 2) a specific audience; and 3) program type you will use to address that issue for your course work.  It will also help your instructors to understand the course participants as an “audience” for the purpose of implementing the training to best meet your needs.

Complete this pre‑course assignment and e-mail, mail or FAX by Monday, April 8, 2013_to:
Michelle Donlan, Course Leader



Phone (304) 876-7685
National Conservation and Training Center 

 
Fax     (304) 876-7231

698 Conservation Way




E-mail 
Michelle_Donlan@fws.gov

Shepherdstown, West Virginia  25443
1. Briefly describe your primary work role(s) and responsibilities. Are you currently involved in environmental education and interpretation? 
2. What makes your work site (Refuge, Hatchery, Field Office, National Park, etc.) unique? (ex: establishing authority, habitat, endangered species, mission, etc.)
(E.g. 1. “We will all work together to protect, enhance, and maximize natural resources and educate the public to the value of those resources.”‑ Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge complex.  E.g. 2. “Give youth the knowledge and skills to turn their passion for the environmental into lasting change in their communities.” - Earth Force)

3. In the table below: 

· List two issues or topics (resource or environmental based) that you need (or want) to address at your site.

· Identify the audience you plan to focus on to address each issue/topic .
· Identify the program type you plan to use to address each issue/topic.
	Issue/Topic
	Audience Focus
	Program Type

	Example 1

Non-point source 

pollution
	Middle School Age

Community Youth Group
	After school program 

	Example 2

Habitat loss and 

fragmentation
	Elementary Age
	Summer “habitat adventure” day camp

	
	
	

	
	
	


Circle one issue/topic, audience and program type from the above table you plan to work on in this course.

4. Who is your target audience? What do you already know about your target audience/community? 
5. Write your youth program goal(s). (Broad statement that describes what you want to accomplish with the audience you have selected.)

6. List or describe on‑site (your site) or off‑site (other) locations where your youth program will be conducted. (Examples: on-site – at wildlife refuge, national/state park; off-site – a local natural area, zoo, community center, etc.)

7. List or describe the potential safety hazards at the youth program site(s).

8. What resources (budget, staffing, etc.) do you have? Or will need? 

The Course Assignment

During the course you will be completing a Quest Planning Sheet as a way of taking what you learned during the course and applying it to your proposed youth program.

Be prepared to:

· Use the information presented during the course sessions to help you with your youth program design;

· Use the course worksheets to help you with your planning; and

· Network with instructors and participants to give and receive constructive feedback on youth program plans. 


Share Fair
During the afternoon of the second day, you are invited to bring any items, program information, photos, curriculum materials, posters, videos, etc., that relate to youth education programs to share with the group.  This session will be very informal and each participant will have about 5-8 minutes to share, depending on the available time. 

1. I am planning on bring: __________________________________________

2. I will need copies   Yes _______  No _________

3. I need to ship prior to the course  Yes ______ No ________

Post Course Assignment
The post course assignment consists of implementing your project in a designated time period with the help of your supervisor and course instructors.

1. Within six months to a year from the date of this course, return a completed “Youth Program Summary Report” to NCTC, Michelle Donlan. (You will receive a Youth Program Summary Report Form during the course that provides the format for the report. 
2. Course instructors are available for assistance on your program planning
3. Use the Course Site to network among participants and share best practices and resources (You will receive the link to the course web site during the course)

4. Have fun! 

Please do not forget to put your name at the top of this form and return completed to Michelle Donlan at Michelle_Donlan@fws.gov by Monday, April 8, 2013. 

Any questions, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

I look forward to meeting all of you! 

Michelle

************************


Michelle Donlan

Training Specialist

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

National Conservation Training Center 

304.876.7685

Name:


Organization:


Position Title:





Date:
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