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On Monday, September 21, 2009 we will be meeting at 8 a.m. at the Capitol Hill Club on Capitol Hill to begin the Congressional Operations Institute.  Capitol Hill is always an exciting place in the fall, especially this year with the new Obama administration and the Democrat led 111th Congress.  Trying to show that they can govern, the Democrats want to deliver for the President new programs in the areas of health care reform, financial institution reform, climate change legislation, education, and an on-time budget for the 2010 fiscal year that begins on October 1st.  Rather ambitious is this agenda for the White House and Congress.  However, the thinking among the Democrats is that if the President loses on his key issues, such as health care reform, they could lose as well in the 2010 midterm elections as was the case in 1994 when the Republicans took over both houses of Congress.
             You will have the opportunity to witness much of this policy discussion during your five days on Capitol Hill.  Attendance at House and Senate committee hearings will give you some insights in to the law-making process.  Although a bill on climate change has already passed the House, the Senate could well be discussing in committee or debating the issue on the floor of the Senate during your course.  After all, neither the White House nor the Democrat leaders in Congress wants to show up empty-handed at the Copenhagen conference on climate change in December. 
             I look forward to meeting all of you, learning from you, and listening to your insights and perspectives on the Washington, DC political process.
