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Western Governors’ Association (WGA)
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www.westgov.org

•19 Western U.S. States

•3 U.S. Flag Pacific Islands: 
•Guam
•North Mariana Islands
• American Samoa

3 Canadian Provinces also 
participate—BC, AB, SK
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The Western Governors’ Association is an independent, nonpartisan organization of Governors representing 19 Western states, and three U.S.-flag Pacific islands. Through their Association, Governors identify and address key policy and governance issues in natural resources, the environment, human services, economic development, international relations and public management.Governors use WGA to develop and advocate policies that reflect regional interests and relationships in debates at the national, regional, and state levels. WGA helps the Governors develop strategies both for complex, long-term issues facing the West and for the region’s immediate needs. WGA also acts as a center of innovation to find promising solutions for problems in the region.
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Wildlife Corridors Initiative

2007: Policy to identify key 
wildlife migration corridors 
and crucial wildlife habitats & 
policy options and tools for 
preserving those landscapes 

2008: Year-long stakeholder 
process. Formation of 
Western Governors’ Wildlife 
Council & mapping task

2009/2010: State wildlife 
mapping effort – pilot projects
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In February 2007, Western Governors adopted a policy directing the Western Governors' Association to develop and conduct a process to “identify key wildlife migration corridors and crucial wildlife habitats in the West and make recommendations on needed policy options and tools for preserving those landscapes.” Following the adoption of this resolution, Western Governors began the Wildlife Corridors Initiative, a multi-state and collaborative effort to improve knowledge of and management for migratory corridors and crucial habitat. The report was adopted in June 2008 and resulted in a number of key recommendations from the Western Governors.  The primary recommendation was to form the WGWC to develop state-based DSSs that have integrated data, so can talk to each other, and that ultimately provide landscape scale wildlife information for proactive use by all decision-makers.  



Western Governors' Wildlife 
Council

• Governors tasked Wildlife Council to develop state-based, 
regionally compatible wildlife Decision Support Systems 
(DSS)

• GIS-based tool

• Publically available

• To provide proactive, transparent information on crucial 
wildlife habitat and corridors  

• To ensure wildlife information is considered early in 
planning and decision-making processes

• State DSS data will be compatible across 
jurisdictions in the West to present a regional 
picture of crucial wildlife habitat and corridors



State-based DSSs

DSSs will:
Promote the conservation objectives of each state wildlife agency

Will give the public access to important wildlife information for use in 
proactive planning and decision-making processes

Support wildlife corridor identification, conservation planning, and gross 
infrastructure siting efforts

Utilize landscape-level mapping to show crucial wildlife habitat and 
wildlife corridors, and can identify areas that warrant more fine scale 
analysis

Serve as a tool for better understanding science and planning for climate 
adaptation 

Compile information; assure data quality; and make the data, models 
and analyses available at scales useful to anyone analyzing proposed 
development projects or examining climate adaptation strategies



State-based DSSs (cont’d)

• DSSs are NOT regulatory

• Will not support assessment of individual projects, but will 
contain information to advise or guide individual project 
assessment.



DSS Components

Regional Definitions
o Prioritization to meet state conservation objectives

o First step to compatible categorization for species in West

Steps to Develop DSS
o Step 1: Raw data collection & regional standardization 

o Step 2: Analysis

o Step 3: Information Delivery

• Updated with public input from past meetings – ongoing 
discussion draft



Data Collection & Integration

DSS base data layers 
o Species of Concern 

SGCN (within SWAPs or other assessment) 
T&E species

o Unfragmented Habitat Riparian & Wetland Habitat
o Connectivity or Linkage Assessments
o Quality Habitat for Species of Importance 

o Sport fish & game animal quality

• Data Analysis
o Data compatibility among states
o Consistent protocols
o Prioritization/ranking models
o Scale of mapping
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All of these categories linked to SWAPS or other assessment and  include priority habitats identified in updated SWAPS.



Wildlife Decision Support 
System Pilots

• Eight multi-state/multi-jurisdictional pilot projects to 
develop DSSs in each state:

o Test the ability of state wildlife agencies to map shared habitat 
across political boundaries.

o Develop site-specific, consistent protocols (e.g., standards for 
defining and collecting data for shared use)

o Determine useful scales for showing data, models and analyses 
for use in proposed energy, transportation and other land use 
projects

o 2-year pilots will launch in April ’10

• Coordination with Federal agencies, NGOs, industry is 
essential.
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Initial funding from states and new $3M DOE grant – more funding wil be needed!



State/Federal Cooperation

2009 MOU between Western Governors and 
Secretaries of Agriculture, Energy and the Interior
o “Agencies assist WGA to develop state-based DSSs that 

integrate data about wildlife, corridors and crucial habitat”

o “Coordinate respective efforts to assist in development of 
DSSs”

WGWC State/Federal Implementation Group
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Pilot projects will be undertaken in a transparent fashion and will seek formal and informal partnerships to accomplish the objectives of the pilots with federal agencies, local governments, tribes and other stakeholders.  Pilots will ultimately develop state-wide datalayers, information that can be directly input into many LCCs



Successful DSS Principles

Data development and management maintained 
within each state

Foundation in SWAPs or other similar plans

Builds upon existing conservation partnerships

Recognizes need to coordinate with Federal agencies, 
but acknowledges state trust responsibility (setting 
species population goals and objectives)



For more information, please visit:

www.westgov.org

Or contact:

Madeleine West

mwest@westgov.org

303-623-9378

http://www.westgov.org/
mailto:mwest@westgov.org
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