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Scenario Planning toward Climate Change Adaptation
ALC3194- Pilot Course

Course Description

Scenario planning is a valuable decision support method for integrating irreducible and
uncontrollable uncertainties into climate change adaptation and other planning in
natural resource management. This overview course will introduce the core elements
of scenario planning and expose participants to a diversity of approaches and specific
scenario development techniques that incorporate both qualitative and quantitative
components. Participants will learn how scenario planning can be integrated into
planning frameworks and be complementary with other decision support methods.
This course will provide participants with the skills needed to assess the
appropriateness of scenario planning for their needs, and identify the resources and
expertise needed to conduct a scenario planning exercise that will meet established
objectives.

Objectives
At the conclusion of this course, you will be able to:

e Describe basic steps and appropriate uses of scenario planning;
navigate the many approaches and understand their application.

e Construct situation-appropriate qualitative scenarios using a few
scenario development techniques; and outline considerations for
moving from qualitative to quantitative scenarios.

e Assess objectives, goals, and strategies across multiple scenarios, and
articulate basic principles for using this approach to select management
options

e Develop monitoring plans and decision timelines, and determine
triggers for future decisions.

Date
July 15 - 19, 2013

Location
NCTC, Shepherdstown, WV

Who Should Attend

Natural resource managers, conservation
professionals, and planners. A basic
understanding of climate change concepts
and science is recommended and may be
acquired through pre-coursework
offerings. Attendees would benefit most
from the course if involved in a planning
process, but do not need previous
exposure to Scenario Planning or any
other specific decision support method.

Length
4.5 days

College Credit
One semester hour is available on request.

Tuition
There is no tuition for this pilot course.

To Register

Reqgister online at http://training.fws.gov
using DOILearn, the Department of the
Interior’s Learning Management System.

Availability
Course is offered annually.

Contact for Registration Questions
Danielle LaRock at 304/876-7476 or
Danielle_larock@fws.gov

“When future possibilities
are influenced by large but
highly uncertain driving
forces, a scenario approach
IS an appropriate tool.”
Dermawan et al. 2012



