
Applying Vulnerability Assessment Results: 
Means, Mechanisms, Questions



Vulnerability Assessments

• Applying the results is easy provided you have 
clearly defined your objective



My Objective

• Provoke thoughts on how vulnerability 
assessment results can be used in practice



Value of Vulnerability Assessments

• Where will opportunities or conflicts occur?
– Examine management strategies
– Examine conservation priorities



Value of Vulnerability Assessments

• Where will opportunities or conflicts occur?
– Examine management strategies
– Examine conservation priorities

“Skate to where the puck is 
going, not to where it has 
been”      

‐Wayne Gretzky



Longleaf Pine

• SE forests are at risk
– Hotter, drier
– Extreme events

• Longleaf is resilient
– Long‐lived
– Wide climate niche
– Disturbance‐dependent
– Disease‐resistant
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Urbanization and Open Pine
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Urbanization and Open Pine





November Weather Severity Index ‐Mallards



December Weather Severity Index ‐Mallards



January Weather Severity Index ‐Mallards



February Weather Severity Index ‐Mallards



North American Waterfowl Management Plan Priority Geographies
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Take Home Messages

• Vulnerability Assessments can be used to open 
the conversation about anticipated change

• Vulnerability Assessments don’t need to be 
detailed and precise in order to be useful

• Vulnerability Assessments offer a means to 
document assumptions, increase transparency, 
and enter into adaptive cycle

• Adaptation doesn’t always mean that you need 
to make wholesale changes
– Need to answer the question, “Did you consider…”


