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“I skate to where the puck is going to be, not where it has been.’

reparing for and coping with

the effects of a changing

climate—known as climate
change adaptation—rapidly is becoming
the dominant framework for conservation
and natural resource management.
Developing sound adaptation strategies
requires that managers understand which
of the resources they are managing are
most likely to be affected, and what options
may be available to sustain them into
the future. Climate change vulnerability
assessments provide an essential tool
for informing the development of such
adaptation plans, and a variety of
approaches for assessing vulnerability are
now in use or are under development.

Scanning the Conservation Horizon

is designed to help fish and wildlife
professionals and other conservation
practitioners understand how vulnerability
assessments can help them in responding
to the challenges of managing natural
resources in an era of rapid climate change.
Developed by a collaborative working
group of conservation professionals and
conservation scientists (see below), the
document provides guidance for agencies
and organizations to consider in developing
and conducting vulnerability assessments
in support of their conservation and
management missions and as a tool in the
development of climate change adaptation
strategies. The guidance document has
three primary objectives:

Scanning the Conservation Horizon

)

- Hockey great, Wayne Gretzky.

® Provide an overview of the general
principles of climate change vulnerability
as it relates to species, habitats, and
ecosystems

® Describe the various approaches
available for assessing the components of
vulnerability and address key issues and
considerations related to these tools and
practices

® Highlight examples of climate change
vulnerability assessment in practice among
government agencies, non-governmental
organizations, academic institutions, and
other stakeholders

Because the needs and challenges facing
conservation and resource management
agencies and organizations are so variable,
this document offers a framework and
general guidelines for assessing climate
change vulnerability rather than provide

a step-by-step “cookbook” for conducting
assessments. Similarly, the intent is not

to identify and promote a single “best”
approach for assessing vulnerability, but
rather to help readers understand the
range of approaches available and enable
them to identify the best match for

their particular conservation requirements,
decision processes, and available resources.
Guidance documents, no matter how

well written, are no substitute for
in-person training and hands-on
experience, and this guide is designed to
support future training sessions to be held
on the topic of vulnerability assessment
and adaptation planning.
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