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Daar Sir:

This Planning Aid Letter (PAL) presents comments on your Qctobeyr 1983
document entitled “Reconnaissance Report, Rio Grande Floodway, Truth or
Consequences Unit, New Mexico.® Our involvement in this project began
in fiscal year 1980, FPrevious PAL'es wers prepared in 1980, 19381 and
1982, This letter dves not comstitute Our report as required by Section :
2(b) of the Fish aud Hildlife Coordination Act. ;/

We understand that the reconnaissance phase of project planning requires AT
formulation and evaluation of all possible alternatives. A1l alternatives B
and combination of alternatives should receive equal consideration.
Information should be gathered and presented in the Reconnaissence
Report. We believe that sdditional alternatives to solve the fleoding
problem in Truth or Consequences and Williamsburg should be presented in
the report.

The document addvesses four alternatives to solve the flovding problem in
the Cities of Truth or Cossequences and Williamsburgs 1) flood plain
wmanagenent, 2) flood proofings, 3) levee construction and channel modifis-
cations and &) dam construction. Watershed treatmgnt should be considered
as another viable alternative, We have 3uggastad‘fhig'alt&rnaﬁiva in
previous PAL's; September 29, 1980 and September 8, 1982,

Watershed treatment would reduce erosion, increase vegetation production
and reduce peak vunoff flows. Reducing erosion would increase water
quality in the Rio CGrande which would benefit the fishery. Additional
vegetation would provide more food snd cover for wildlife. Reduced peak
runoff would allow wildlife populations to bhecome better established,

The Puresu of Land Management has projected benefits from & watershed
treatment and management plan for the Rio Puerco Remource Ares (¥Final
Environmental Statement, Rlo Puereo Livesteck Orazing Management Program,
1977). The plan would decrease soil losses by 180 to 540 tons per
square mile, double forage production and decrease peak surface runoff
by 25 percent.
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In Section 73 of the 1974 Water Resource Development Act (P.L. 93-251),
Congress established the following policy: "....consideration shall be
given to nonstructural alteraatives in any Federal surveys, plans, orv
designs for flood protection." A mix of nonstructural and structural
alternatives should also be developed. On page 18 of the Corp's own
publication titled Reference Handbook, For Use With The Bconomic and
Enviroomental Principles and Guidelines for Water and Related Land
Resources Taplementation Studies, the following statement is made:

", ... Thus, the goal of water resource plaming is to
formulate the mix or pachkage of structural and nomstractural
measures that makes the wost satisfactory contribution to
the Pederal objective, in consideration of other Federal,
local and international concerns.”

The desgeription of the alternatives containg an abundance of information
on dam congtruetion but ceontaiuns very little information on the other
alternatives. Therefore, it is difficult to fairly evaluate all the
alternatives and select a desired plan. Additional information should

he developed for the other alternatives presented and watershed treatment
ghould be added as an alternative. Fach alternative that the CI considers
should be e¢valuated for: 1) completeness, 2) efficiency, 3) effectiveness,
and 4) acceptability. In addition, four acecounts are to be evaluated

for each alternative, 1) national sconomilce development, 2) envirommental
quality, 3) regional econonin development and 4) other social aeffects
(Digest of Water Resources Policies and Authorities, U.8. Army Corps of
Engineers, June 30, 1983). :

We look forward to aun opportupity to review more project information.
If a field review of alternatives becomes necessary we are prepared to
work with nembers of your staff, .

3incerely youls,

Joel A, Medlin
Acting Field Bupervisor

ces
Director, Hew Hexdico Department of Game and Figh, Santa Ye, New Mexico
Projeet Uffice, Bureau of Reclamation, Truth or Consequences, Hew Mexico
District Manager, Bureau of Land Management, lLas Cruees, Hew Mexico
Reglonal Director, PWS, Habitat Resources, Albuquarque, New Hexico
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