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. S. National Vegetation Classification

Maintained by NatureServe (and
Natural Heritage Programs)

Federal standard (FGDC) — 1997, 2008
Describes existing vegetation

» Hierarchical system: physiognomy and
floristics e

'+ Built from plot data, peer reviewed

U. S. National Vegetation Classification
Hierarchy

Level #
|. Class 8
2. Subclass 18
3. Formation 38
4. Division 77
5. Macrogroup 214
6. Group 430
7. Alliance (under review) 1558
8::Association 6105




TEC7134

U.S. National Vegetation Classification

Class Forest and Woodland

Formation Temperate Flooded and Swamp Forest

Division Eastern North American Flooded and Swamp Forest

Gr'oup Northern & Central Conifer & Hardwood Acidic Swamp Grou

Association

Red spruce — Eastern hemlock / Great
Rhododendron / Peatmoss swamp

FGDC 2013

Home > Explore The Classification

Explore The Classification

Explore the National Vegetation Classification with the USNVC Hierarchy Explorer, which
provides detailed descriptions of all U.S. vegetation, with ecological context and geographic
ranges. (NOTE: This tool is still under development. Types and descriptions are drafts and in
peer review. The browser may take a few seconds to load).

SEARCH by typing one or more keywords

Vegetation Classification BROWSE by clicking on + signs to expand categories, and click ‘NS™ symbal for a detailed

# 1 Forest & Woodland

# 2 Shrubland & Grassland

* 3 Semi-Desert

# 4 Polar & High Montane Vegetation
# § Aquatic Vegetation

(17 Agricultural Vegetation

O 8:Developed Vegetation

2013
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Class

g l ‘:i

: Forest & Woo

MT

(Cool Temperate Forest) \"A'A% (Temperate Flooded & Swamp Forest)

Northern Rocky Mountain Whitebark Pine —
Subalpine Larch Woodland Group

I -

Silver Maple — Green Ash — Sycamore
Floodplain Group

2013
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2 L .
Swamp Tupelo /Virginia Sweetspire —
Common Buttonbush Depression Forest G3G4

Subalpine Larch / Square-twig Blueberry /
Hitchcock's Smooth Woodrush Woodland G2G3

Red®ptuce / Yellow Birch / Three-lobed American Sycamore - River Birch / Silky Dogwood
Bazzania Forest G2 / (Big Bluestem, River-oats) Woodland G3

Class: Shrubland & Grassland

MI Eastern North American Boreal Acidic Bog
& Poor Fen Group

FL North American Atlantic Tidal Flat & Panne Group KS Central Great Plains Tallgrass Prairie Group

2013
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Class: Semi-Desert

CO Intermountain Shadscale — Saltbrush Scrub Group AZ Mojave-Sonoran Semi-Desert Scrub Group

N

Apacherian-Chihuahuan Mesquite Upland CO Intermountain Mountain Big Sagebrush
Scrub Group Shrubland & Steppe Group

Class: Polar & High Montane Vegetation

Lt
AK North American Arctic Low Shrub Tundra Group NY Eastern Alpine Dwarf-Shrub &
Herbaceous Meadow Group

2 - > . ! a x
HI' Hawaiian Alpine Dwarf Shrubland Group MT Rocky Mountain Alpine Dwarf-Shrubland Group

2013
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Class: Aquatic Vegetation

WV Eastern North American Freshwater CA North American Pacific Intertidal Algal Flat Group
Aquatic Vegetation Group

F1350utheastern North American Freshwater FL Caribbean Seagrass Group
Aquatic Vegetation Group

Class: Nonvascular & Sparse Vascular Rock
\/enetation

), i
WV Eastern North American Talus & Bluff group N D Great Plains Badlands Vegetation Group

2013



TEC7134

) Comprehensive Report Association - Picea rubens / Betula alleghaniensis / Bazzania trilobata Forest - Mozilla Firefo
File Edit Wiew History Bookmarks Tools Help

@.' c ot \-\. http: [ fenss. natureserve. orgfexplorer [serviet iNatureServe?sourceTemplate=t: ﬁ'? - "lv prink screen )‘

Q Comprehensive Report Association -... | -

NatureServe
@ EXP LORER An@nline Encyclopedia ofiliife

| Search | Aboutthe Data | AboutUs | ContactUs

E:] Ecological Association Comprehensive Report: Record 11 of
40 selected
See Al Search Results  iew Glossar

|—Jumpln Section—

Picea rubens / Betula alleghaniensis / Bazzania trilobata Forest
Translated Name: Red Spruce / Yellow Birch / Three-lobed Bazzania Forest
Common Name: Fighiies s Causcs oo onsnt i T

Unique Identifie

ion - Picea rubens / Betula allephaniensis / Bazzania trilobata Forest -

Elle Edit Wiew Higtory Bookmarks Toals Help

@.' c {at e httpeifww.natureserve orgfexplorer fservletfNatureServersourceTemplate=t: T? v -“' print screen >

ﬂ Comprehensive Report Association -... - -

|—Jumpto Section— ¥ =

NatureServe Conservation Status

especially in canopy]
rrairnurn, or Vacc)
Dryoptens intermed)
herbe. The nonvasc

Global Status: G2 (01Jun2009) =
Rounded Global Status: G2 - Imperiled

Reasons: This community is geographically and emvironmentally restricted, and its former extent has been reduced to

more-or-less isolated, small patches by logging and subsequent fires (Allard and Leanard 1952, Clarkson 1964, Pielke 1981,
Stephenson and Clovis 1983). Despite good short-term viahility, healthy regeneration, and protected status of many stands,

this type is restricted to the highest slevations of the Central Appalachians and is ranked "highly vulnerable” to climate

change on NatureServe's Climate Change Vulnerahbility Index E |

Rarity Threats

Status Trends

2013

2013
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Conservation Ranking

G = Global S = State

1 = critically imperiled

2 = imperiled

3 = vulnerable

LA
B R

4 = apparently secure L VA

5 = widespread, abundant, and secure

X = Extirpated, H = Historic
N = Not Ranked, NA = Not Applicable

USNVC Hierarchy for Cultural Vegetation

(2008)
Levels Example
I. Class Developed Vegetation
2. Subclass Herbaceous & Woody Developed Vegetation
3. Formation Developed (Close-cropped) Vegetation

4. Subformation

Lawn (with or without trees, urban & recerational)

5. Group [optional]

Temerate and Tropical Lawns

6. Subgroup

Cool-season Lawn

7.Type

Fescue Lawn

8. Subtype [optional]

2013

2013
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Class: Agricultural Vegetation

{
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o oS ‘g 0 g
Aquatic Semi-Desert
(Hydromorphic Vegetation) (Xeromorphic Vegetation)

0

Nonvascular

Vegetation

(Lithomorphic

Vegetation) X
CULTHRAL VEGETATION Polar and High Montane
Agricultural Vegetation; Developed Vegetation (Cryomorphic Vegetation)

Ecological Systems

2013
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upland red spruce forest
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Bluestone National Scenic River, WV
Associations vs. Ecological Systems

N
w@;]z
N
ML L IKilometers
0 05 1 2 3

2013
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e

BUUE vegetaion

reass Tak Torer
Eisten Henlock - Amerian Basswod Forest

Eisten Henlock - Chestnut 0k Forest

Easten Henlock - Sweet Birch - Tlpre / Great Laurel Fore
0ak - Easte White Pine / Eicad foest

0ak - Hicory - Sugar Haple forest

Sugar Nape - Yelow Budeye - Amercan Basswood Forest
Viginia Pine - 0ak Shale Woodlnd

Succesional Blck Locust Woodand

Sucesonal astrn White Pine - Tolpree forest

Sucesonal Tolpre / Nothern Spcebush Forest

Successonal igia Pie Forest

Foodpin Foret and Wadand

asten Herlock Hoodplain Forest

Syamore - Rver Birch Riverscour Woodland

Modifed Successionl Foodpan Forest and Waodand
Sucesonal Easern Red-cedar Woodand

LR ReRURR . [ORSRORIRR R RO R RS R XY

er, Geek
Uty Coridor
Disued Area
Developed hea
Road, il
Tl

BLUE_Systems_Map_2009

Ealogial Systen

@ Souther and Cenral Appalachian Cove Forest
<> Central Appalachian Dry Oak-Pine Forest

& Southern Appalachian Oak Forest

¢ Central Appalachian Pine-Oak Rocky Woodland
4 Ruderal Forest - Norther and Central Hardwood and Conife
@ South-Central Inteior Large Floodplain

& SouthCental Interor Small Strean and Riparian
& River

& ek

& Poweline Right-of-Way

& Ruderal Upland - 01d Field

& Glivated Crops

< Inroduced Shrubland

& PasturelMay

< Urban/Suburban Buil

* Tl

WAl BRI
Vegetation Classification for your P
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2013

Compile existing data

Vegetation Clavsification 3l Mapping of
w River Gurge Natinnsl River, Woal Virginis

Tt et NP5 NER ST 20677 02

2013
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Stratify assessment units
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Plols2-WV

e I

Classilied C munu,« s
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—---_ et spoces |
Code: [MONFTH |
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|
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Vazcular loristics: o | Wovisonmental: - [goed [s= 605 ielevart bk
Monwazcula floistics: [ oo o5 v Sode: [lsh & 1wkl

VegBank - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit Yiew History  Bookmarks Tools  Help
6 c x [ % http: ffva, vegbank, orgfvegbank/finde:. jsp {_\j
J M ¥YegBank

LOGIN | DATASET:

Jumpto...

finel [ plots | containing | | go | HOME
SUBMIT DATA
& download 0 items advanced search | browse data MY ACCOUNT
Find Plots Plant Taxa News

Browse plots Whatis a plant concept? » Map plots: Exa
Simple search Browse plants Multiple Datasets
Search with a map Search plants » Save vour Datz

Advanced plot search Submit plants Datasets
» Create 3 Cong

Plant Communities
) - My VegBank
What is a community?
Search communities Edit profile inforn
Submit communities Manane dataset:
Supplemental Data Learn About ’
Feople ‘What is YeaBank
2013 Straturm methods Wihat is a plot?
Map Key: plots Larger Map W f—ﬁ&,;m

2013
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Natural Heritage Database

Vasgulas Plast
© AR AREmbLG

Ll x| Al 8| 57 ¥

e Ty Cale (ORI [~ vy - Y

Analyze Plot Data

sprucedS-delf-sart

-

El
Information Remaining (%)
EY =0 5 o0

2013
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Ordination: plots in “species space”

spruce09-98plots-dell-sqrt

o 4ar > g
POWNE O
©

2013
Axis 1
spruce09-98plots-del1-sqrt 5
i
m2
3
m3
m19

2013
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Crosswalk to NVC

NatureServe
@ EXP LORER An Online Encyclopedia of Life

Search About the Data About Us Contact Us

["'] Ecological Association Comprehensive Report: Record 2 of 2 <= Previous | Next >
selected.

—J Section— -
See All Search Results  View Glossary ump to on

Alnus incana Swamp Shrubland

Translated Name: Gray Alder Swamp Shrubland

Common Name: Gray Alder Swamp

Unique Identifier: CEGL002381

Classification Approach: Intemational Vegetation Classification (IVC)

Summary: This alder swamp community is widespread in the midwestern and northeastem United States and southern Canada. Stands oceur on
shores, edges of beaver meadows in stream floodplains, swales iated with small streams in peatiands, or upland forests. Soils are well-
decomposed peat, muck or mineral soils, The hydrology is typically seasonally flooded, with most sites ini turated. The vegetation is
dominated by tall shrubs, 2-8 m in height, with 8 moderately open to dense shrub canopy. There is an understory of shorter shrubs and
herbaceous species. The density of the understory varies inversely with the tall-shrub canopy. The overstory is usually overwhelmingly dominated
by Alnus incana, but in the more southeastern portions of this type's range, Alnus serrulafa can occur with Alnus incana. Where alder is not as

dominant, other shrubs, such as Comus sericea, llex verticillata, Rubus idaeus, Salix spp., Spil alba, Spir , and Vibumum spp.
can be found. At the southern range limit of this type in West Virginia, shrub layers may by be dominated or codominated by the Central
Appalachian endemic llex collina. The herb layer tains species such as Symphyotri I laturn var. latum (= Aster
simplexfp Ggraphy f (= Aster puniceus), Calamagrosti densis, Caltha palustris, Carex lacustris, Carex prairea, Carex

ri: Doelling bellata (= Aster umbellatus), Eupatorium lat Glyceria melicaria, Glyceria striata, Impatiens capensis,
Lycopus uniflorus, Onoclea ibilis, O, da cil , Rubus pub . Scirpus atrovi . Symplocarpus foetidus, Thelypteris

Build map units

Map_Class
[] Beaver-influenced Wetland
[ Cliff
M Cliff Top Virginia Pine Forest
B Ceciduous Tree / Great Laurel Forest
[ Developed Area
[] Disturbed Area
[ Eastern Hemlock — Chestnut Oak / Catawba REhododendron Forest
[ Eastern Hemlock — Sweet Birch — Tuliptree / Great Laurel Forest
[] Oak f Ericad Forest
[ Oak - Hickory Forest
[ Oak - Hickory — Sugar Maple Forest
I Strip Mine Reclamation
[ Successional Tuliptree Forest
I Sugar Maple - Yellow Buckeye — American Basswood Forest
[ Utility Corridor

2013

2013
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Write local descriptions

Cottongrass Fen
Scientific Name: Eriophorum virginicum

- (Carex folliculata) / Sphagnum spp. -
Polytrichum spp. Fen

Translated Name: Tawny Cotton-grass -
(Northern Long Sedge) / Peatmoss -
Haircap Moss Fen

NVC Name: CEGLO06570: Eriophorum
virginicum - (Carex folliculata) /
Sphagnum spp. - Pelvtrichum spp.
Herbaceous Vegetation

Conservation Rank: S3/G3

This acidic herbaceous community
oceurs on temporarily flooded, semi-
permanently flooded. or saturated peat in
the Allegheny Mountains region of West Virginia. at elevations between 770 and 1210 m. Itis a
small-patch type that occupies flat-lying land (0- to 1-degree slopes) in headwater basins. Older
stands typically occur over shallow bedrock, where they are kept open by high water tables.
Powger stands often occur in beaver-influenced wetland mosaics, often behind breached dams
on the site of former beaver ponds. The type also occurs as a successional community on

Create field key

Riparian and floodplain forests. Site subject to flooding of the Potomac River (within the mapped
FlOOA-PIONE ZOME). ..o 2

Not as above; forests and woodlands of upland sites (slopes, ridges, and upland flats not subject to
i (oo a7 < OSSR 5

Natural floodplain forest communities with tall canopies dominated by Platanus occidentalis
(sycamore), Acer saccharinum (silver maple), or Carya cordiformis (bitternut hickory), often with
Acer negundo (box-elder) abundant in the SUDCANOPY. ..oorieiiiiiii e 3

Forests and thickets strongly dominated by a short camopy of Acer negundo (box elder). Semi-
natural communities developed on abandoned farmland. ......... CEGL005033 Acer negundo forest

Frequently flooded communities along the river’s edge with canopies dominated by Plaranus
occidentalis (sycamore) and/or Acer saccharinum (silver maple) .........cocoooooiiiiiiiiiniceeeeee 4

Infrequently flooded communities on or behind a natural levee above the river’s edge with canopies
dominated by Carya cordiformis (bitternut hickory), often with Juglans nigra (black walnut) and
Fraxinus spp. (ash)...... CEGL006445 Carya cordiformis — Prunus serotina/ Ageratina altissima

2PbRest

2013
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Classification Review

§ - NatureServe
OExpLORER

1. Floodplain
2. Not Floodplain

Qak / Ericad Forest

[] Oak — Hickory Forest
2013
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Questions?

1

' ﬁeports and additional information:

EIizabeth.A.Byers@wv.gov

2013
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