
TYPES OF MAPS



Types of  Maps

Session Objectives:  
At the conclusion of this session, you will be able to:

• Explain the difference between general purpose 
and thematic maps.

• Identify different types of thematic maps.



Types of  maps

• general purpose
– (reference maps)
‐ emphasis on location
‐ all data at same level of importance

• examples:
‐ topographic maps
‐ street maps
‐ atlas maps



General Purpose : Topographic



General Purpose : Street Map



General Purpose : Atlas Map



Types of  maps

• thematic
– (special purpose, single topic, statistical 
maps) 
‐ data “on” a base map
‐ specific purpose

• examples:
‐ choropleth, dot, graduated circle maps
‐ isoline, flow maps
‐ value by area maps (cartograms)



Thematic : Choropleth Map



Thematic : Choropleth Map



Thematic : Choropleth Map



Thematic : Dot Map



Thematic : Dot Map



Thematic : Dot Map



Thematic : Graduated Symbol Map



Thematic : Proportional Symbol Map



Thematic : Isoline Map



Thematic : Isoline Map



Thematic :  Flow Map



Thematic :  Flow Map



Thematic : Value by Area Map 
(Cartogram)



Thematic : Combination of which?



Thematic or General Purpose?





Book Recommendations


