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American oystercatcher (Haematopus palliates)

Description: Large shorebird; head and breast black; bright orangeish/red,
long, thick bill; dark gray/brown back and wings; underside white; stout legs
that are dull pink; yellow eye and orange orbital ring; bold white stripe in
inner wings and white rump/ upper-tail coverts visible in flight; dark tail. Total
body length is approx. 16”.

Similar species: None — very unique bird

Black skimmer (Rynchops niger)
Description: Medium-sized to large waterbird; long and large bill with orange
base and black tip with lower mandible longer than the upper; black back and
cap; forehead and underparts white; short white tail with black center; dark
upperwing with white trailing edge; pale underwings; long pointed wings; short
red legs. Skims surface of water with bill searching for prey. Total body length is
approx. 17”.

Similar species: None — very unique bird
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Gull-billed tern (Sterna nilotica)

Description: Medium-sized tern; stocky with wide wings; thick, stout, blunt black
bill; tail short and notched; black cap when breeding; wings very pale gray with
little black in tips; pale gray back and underwings; white face, neck, breast, and
belly; black legs. Total body length is approx. 13”, wingspan 35”.

Similar species: The Gull-billed Tern can be identified in all plumages by its thick,

relatively short, black bill and shallowly forked tail.
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Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis)

Description: Medium-sized tern; long, thin black bill with pale yellow
tip; white face, neck, breast, and belly; pale gray back and upperwings;
pale underwing with dark tips to outer primaries; elongated feathers
on back of head make a slight shaggy crest; black cap when breeding;
black legs; fairly long, deeply forked tail; white rump and tail. Total
body length is approx. 15”, wingspan 34”.

Similar Species:

The smaller Sterna terns have shorter black or black-tipped bills (not
yellow-tipped), slimmer bodies and wings and a more deeply-forked
tail. Larger terns have red or orange bills.
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Least tern (Sterna antillarum)
Description: Small tern with slender pointed yellow bill with black tip. Dives

into water for prey. Flies with very rapid wingbeats.During breeding black cap
ending at white forehead patch before eye; smoothly rounded head without
crest; short white eyestripe; white face, foreneck, breast, and belly; light gray
back and upperwing; underwing is pale with black leading edge and dark two
outer primaries; short yellow legs, short forked tail; pale gray rump and tail.
Total body length is approx. 8.5”, wingspan 20”.

Similar species: No other North
American tern approaches the Least
Tern in size except the Black Tern,
which is not in this area. When flying
the wingbeats often are so rapid that
they cannot be counted. larger terns
fly with wingbeats slow enough to

be counted. The yellow bill and legs,
and white forehead of the adult
Least Tern are distinctive at rest.

Snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus)

Description: Small shorebird; short neck, white forehead; black patches
above white forehead and behind eye; back pale tan; underparts white;
upperparts pale gray; dark patches on sides of neck reaching around onto
top of chest; sometime black bar at side of breast; moderately long black
legs; short, fairly thin, dark bill. Total body length is approx. 5.25”.

Similar species: In all plumages, the similarly-sized Semipalmated Plover has
a complete breast band. Piping Plover is quite similar but in alternate
plumage has an orange-based bill and different black patterning on the face.
In basic and juvenile plumages the Piping has a shorter bill, and orange legs.
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Wilson's plover (Charadrius wilsonia)

Description:

Total body length is approx. 6.25”.

Small shorebird; short, thick, dark bill; legs long and flesh-colored; short
neck; upperparts medium-gray; underparts white; white collar; broad black
breast band; white forehead and supercilium; black patch above white
forehead; gray crown and cheeks ; incomplete gray breast band; white
forehead and supercilium; gray crown and cheeks.

Similar species: The relatively thick black bill and flesh-colored legs
distinguish this species from the other small plovers. Killdeer has two breast
bands




