
Read Me First 

Thank you for allowing us to support you in advancing your electrofishing sampling! 
 
Electrofishing Essentials is a compilation of video presentations, equipment 
demonstrations, software tools, and documents. The purpose is to provide guidance that helps 
biologists 

• increase the precision and accuracy of electrofishing sampling; 
• optimize equipment model choices; and 
• improve safety in the field. 

 
These resources are stand-alone.  That means you do not have to be enrolled in an 
electrofishing training.  If you are taking the Principles & Techniques of Electrofishing in-person 
course, these materials can serve as a reference.  If, however, you’re taking the online version, 
then as a study help for the class, I'd like to mention a couple options to make learning easier. 
  
Electrofishing Essentials:  A set of instructional videos on topics including waveforms and their 
fish-catching attributes, taking proper water conductivity measurements, building standardized 
output tables, estimating equipment operating capacity (effective range of water conductivity), 
equipment operation, and trouble-shooting.  There is a comprehensive safety module as 
well.  Covers a lot of the online course materials (but not effects on fish nor electric fields). I 
suggest at minimum Videos A, B, C, E. F, I, and J.  Video G could be quite helpful to you and 
Video H.  The testing equipment video series may come in handy for the future.  To list the 
videos in order, click on "List View" and then "Name". Eventually, these will become part of the 
formal course.  To get a better image, you may need to change settings (in the lower right hand 
corner) from “Auto (HLS)” to “Original”. Click on “Original”. 
  
A Primer on Electrical Terms: included as optional reading 
 
Power Transfer Theory of Electrofishing, in a Nutshell: included as optional reading 
  
I suggest starting with these videos/blogs and then fill in with effects on fish (including injury) 
and electric fields from the course materials (which can be found HERE). 
 
On a final note, electrofishing.net is offline, so please ignore references made to that website. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with questions or comments. 
 
With best regards, 
 
Alan J. Temple, Ph.D. 
(304) 839-1254 (mobile) 
alan_temple@fws.gov 

https://nctc.fws.gov/courses/CSP/CSP2C01/resources/

