
INTRA-SERVICE SECTION 7 BIOLOGICAL EVALUATION FORM
[Note: This form provides the outline of information needed for intra-Service consultation.  If additional space is needed, attach additional sheets, or set up this form to accommodate your responses.]

Originating Person: ________________________

Telephone Number: ________________________

Date: 

_______________________

I.
Region:

II.
Service Activity (Program):

III.
Pertinent Species and Habitat:

A. 
Listed species and/or their critical habitat within the action area:

B. 
Proposed species and/or proposed critical habitat within the action area

C.  
Candidate species within the action area:

D.
Include species/habitat occurrence on a map.

IV.
Geographic area or station name and action:

V.
Location (attach map):

A.
Ecoregion Number and Name:

B.  
County and State:

C.  
Section, township, and range (or latitude and longitude):

D.  
Distance (miles) and direction to nearest town:

E.
Species/habitat occurrence:

VI.
Description of proposed action (attach additional pages as needed):

VII.
Determination of effects:

A.
Explanation of effects of the action on species and critical habitats in items III. A, B, and C (attach additional pages as needed):

B.
Explanation of actions to be implemented to reduce adverse effects:

VIII.
Effect determination and response requested:      [* = optional]

A.  Listed species/designated critical habitat:

Determination






Response requested
no effect to species/critical habitat

(species/unit:___________________________________)

____*Concurrence

may affect, but is not likely to adversely 

affect species/critical habitat

(species/unit:___________________________________)

____Concurrence

may affect, and is likely to adversely 

affect species/critical habitat

(species/unit:___________________________________)

____Formal Consultation

B.  Proposed species/proposed critical habitat:

Determination






Response requested
no effect on proposed species/proposed critical habitat

(species/unit:_____________________________________)
____*Concurrence

is likely to jeopardize proposed species/

adversely modify proposed critical habitat

(species/unit:_____________________________________)
____Conference

C.  Candidate species:

   Determination






Response requested
no effect

(species: _____________________________________)
____*Concurrence

is likely to jeopardize candidate species

(species: _____________________________________)
____Conference

____________________________
 
________

signature




date

[Title/office of supervisor at originating station]

IX.  Reviewing ESO Evaluation:

A.  Concurrence ______   Nonconcurrence _______

B.  Formal consultation required _______

C.  Conference required _______

D.  Informal conference required ________

E.  Remarks (attach additional pages as needed):

_____________________________

_________

signature




date

[Title/office of reviewing official]

INSTRUCTIONS
Originating Person:  The person(s) or unit (field office, refuge, program) proposing an action for which the Intra-Service Section 7 Biological Evaluation Form is being prepared.

Date:  Date the information on the form was finalized.

I.
Region:    The Region in which the proposed action will occur.

II.
Service activity:  The Service program initiating the proposed action.

III.
Pertinent species and habitat:

A.  Listed species and/or their critical habitat within the action area:  The action area includes the immediate area where the proposed action will occur, as well as any other areas where direct or indirect impacts of the action may be expected.  For example, effects of an action in the headwaters of a stream may affect endangered fish that occur 20 miles downstream.  A compilation of listed species or critical habitats that possibly occur in the action area may be generated by the Project Leader, or it may be requested from the appropriate ESO.

Note:  All experimental populations of listed species are treated as threatened species.  However, for the purposes of intra-Service section 7 consultation, they are treated as species proposed for listing if they occur off National Wildlife Refuge or National Park System lands and they are classed as "non-essential" experimental populations.

List all threatened and endangered species and critical habitat that  may be affected by the proposed action.  An effect exists even if only one individual or habitat segment may be affected.  Consider both beneficial and adverse effects, regardless of their magnitude.

It is necessary to list all threatened and endangered species and critical habitats in the action area that will not be affected at any level of significance.  This informs the reviewer that such species have been considered.

B.  Proposed species and/or proposed critical habitat within the action area:  Lists of proposed species and critical habitat that could occur in the action area may be generated by the project leader or may be requested from the appropriate ESO.

List all species and habitats in the action area for which a proposed listing rule (but not a final rule) or proposed critical habitat designation has been published in the Federal Register.  The list should include not only proposed species that may be affected, but also those that will not be affected.  Use the same consideration as in Item III (A) above.

C. Candidate species within the action area:  Service actions shall include consideration of candidate species as though proposed for listing.  Lists of candidate species that could occur in the action area may be generated by the project leader or may be requested from the appropriate ESO.

List all candidate species that may be affected by the proposed action.  Because listing candidates may be added to, or dropped from, candidate species lists between the typically biannual printings of the Notice of Review, it is necessary to check candidate lists with the appropriate ESO.

Include in the list of candidate species in the action area those that will not be affected by the proposed action.

IV.
Geographic area or station name and action:

Briefly describe the proposed action and where it will occur.  (For example:  The proposed action is to directly stock, or transfer to the State of X for stocking, channel catfish and smallmouth bass.  These stockings would occur in both Blue Water and Minnow River drainages).  A more detailed description of the proposed action will be presented under Section VI.

V.
Location (attach map):
In addition to the following four specific descriptions, it is vital to attach a map(s).  The reviewer may not be familiar with the project area and will need the maps to precisely relate the proposed project to the affected species.  Maps should depict, preferably in large scale, the exact locations of project elements.  The maps should include section, township, and range, or latitude and longitude.  Topographic maps are preferred, with the action area depicted on them.

A.  Ecoregion Number and Name:  Self-explanatory

B.  County and State:  Self-explanatory.

C. Section, township, and range (or latitude and longitude):
Locate the project area as precisely as possible.  If the action is stocking a small stock tank, the descriptor should include at least quarter section and preferably quarter/quarter section.  For scattered project sites, such as in fish stocking, a location should be given for each site.

D.  Distance (miles) and direction to nearest town:  Self-explanatory.

E.  Species/habitat occurrence:  Depict on the location map the species and habitat occurrences.

VI.
Description of proposed action:

What is the purpose of this proposed action and how do you plan to accomplish it?  Describe the project area as well as the project.  These descriptions should be detailed enough so that the reviewer can fully understand what the components of the action include and how the project will affect the species.  Do not assume that the reviewing office will understand procedures that are taken for granted within your program.  Details can be provided here, or by attaching copies of project plans, management plans, stocking schedules, or other project documents.  National Environmental Protection Act documents are usually helpful attachments.  Sketches or blueprints of the proposed action should be attached.  Proposed project dates should be provided.  Attach a biological assessment if the project is considered a "major construction activity."  Include any measures agreed to through informal consultation to reduce any adverse impacts.

VII.
Determination of effects

A.
Explanation of effects of the action:
Discuss either the effects of the action on each listed, proposed, or candidate species and critical habitat in the action area, or why those species or critical habitats will not be affected.  For species or critical habitats affected by the proposed action, provide the following information: [Note: candidate species will have no proposed critical habitat.]

(1)  
Status of species in action area; is it native (natural and/or stocked) or non-native in the action area?  Include population and/or distribution trends (provide survey information).

(2) 
Species habitat in the action area and its significance to spawning, feeding, migratory habits (or behavior), cover, roost, etc.  Is the area currently occupied or unoccupied historic range for the species?

(3)
Impacts of the proposed action on species and/or critical habitat, including direct, indirect, interdependent, interrelated, and cumulative impacts.

(4)  
Quantification of effects - acres of habitat, miles of habitat, number of individuals, etc.

(5)
Summary of effects - include the basis for your conclusion - best judgment, literature, citations, studies, etc.

B.
Describe, if known, project modifications that would promote the conservation of the affected species.  Project modification ideas may be found in recovery plans.  Although section 7 of Act  prohibits only those actions by Federal agencies which are likely to jeopardize listed species or adversely modify critical habitat, the Service has a commitment to recovering listed species and trying to prevent the need to list  additional species.

VIII.
Effect determination and response requested:
Enter the species in the appropriate determination.  For each determination, place an X on the response requested.

A.  Listed species/critical habitat:
No effect.  This conclusion is reached if the proposed action and its interrelated and interdependent actions will not directly or indirectly affect listed species or designated critical habitat.  Formal section 7 consultation is not required when the no effect conclusion is reached.  However, a request for the optional written concurrence is encouraged to facilitate a complete administrative record.

May Affect, but is not likely to adversely affect species/critical habitat.  This conclusion is appropriate when effects to the species or critical habitat are expected to be discountable, insignificant, or completely beneficial.  Beneficial effects are contemporaneous positive effects without any adverse effects to the species or habitat.  Insignificant effects relate to the size of the impact (those that cannot be meaningfully detected; they should never reach the scale where take occurs), while discountable effects are those that are extremely unlikely to occur.  Based on best judgment, a person would not: (1) be able to meaningfully measure, detect, or evaluate insignificant effects; or (2) expect discountable effects to occur.  If the ESO concurs in writing with the Project Leader's determination of "is not likely to adversely affect" listed species or critical habitat, the intra-Service section 7 consultation process is completed.

If formal section 7 consultation is required for other species affected by this proposed action, then it may be easier and less confusing to fold the "is not likely to adversely effect" concurrence into the formal section 7 consultation rather than doing a separate concurrence.

May affect, and is likely to adversely affect species/critical habitat.  This conclusion is reached if any adverse effect to listed species or critical habitat may occur as a direct or indirect result of the proposed Service action or its interrelated or interdependent actions, and the effect is not discountable, insignificant or beneficial (see definition of "is not likely to adversely affect".  In the event the overall effect of the proposed action is beneficial to the listed species or critical habitat, but may also cause some adverse effect on individuals of the listed species or segments of the critical habitat, then the determination should be "is likely to adversely affect."  Such a determination requires formal section 7 consultation.

Example:  A refuge proposes prescribed burning for a prairie remnant to improve the habitat for the endangered Karner blue butterfly.  The burn will substantially improve the habitat for the species and promote its recovery in subsequent years.  However, individual Karner blue butterfly eggs and larvae will be killed during the burn.  Even though the net effect of the burn will be highly beneficial to the listed species, the burn must be considered to have an adverse effect.  A finding of "is likely to adversely affect" is necessary.

B.  Proposed species/proposed critical habitat:
Is not likely to jeopardize proposed species/adversely modify proposed critical habitat.  This conclusion is reached if the proposed action and its interrelated and interdependent actions are not likely directly or indirectly to jeopardize the continued existence of proposed species or adversely modify proposed critical habitat.  A request for the optional written concurrence is encouraged.  In addition, to assist in ensuring that the Service does not contribute to the demise of proposed species or the diminishment in value of proposed critical habitat, it is encouraged that a section 7 conference be conducted if the proposed action may affect proposed species or proposed critical habitat.

Is likely to jeopardize proposed species/adversely modify proposed critical habitat.  For proposed species and proposed critical habitats, the Service is required to evaluate whether the proposed Service action  is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the proposed species or adversely modify an area proposed for designation as critical habitat.  If this conclusion is reached, a section 7 conference is required.

C. Candidate species:

Is not likely to jeopardize candidate species.  This conclusion is reached if the proposed action and its interrelated and interdependent actions will not directly or indirectly jeopardize the continued existence of candidate species.  A request for the optional written concurrence is encouraged.

Is likely to jeopardize candidate species.  For candidate species, the Service is required to evaluate whether the proposed Service action is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the candidate species.  If this conclusion is reached, intra-Service section 7 conference is required.
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