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Sean Murphy– Filling Critical Knowledge Gaps to Evaluate Vulnerability of the Western Yellow 
· Survey all known breeding locations (including CA sites)
· Partner with stakeholders throughout the western population range
· Refine telemetry techniques 
· Location tags to identify winter location and migration
· Collect additional genetic samples from other breeding populations (contact me at smurphy@usgs.gov)
Kelly Morris – Ecology of Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis) Overwintering in Coastal Pine Savannas of the Northern Gulf of Mexico
· No future pts; notes importance of fire to maintain open areas with limited woody intrusion
Auriel Fournier –Phenology, Habitat Use and Co-Occurrence of Fall Migrating Yellow Rails on Intensively-Managed Wetland Complexes in Missouri - Research In Progress
· Stable Isotopes 
· Genetics 
· Yellow Rail Morphometric Model
Chris Butler – Wintering rails in OK and TX
· Surveys to determine winter distribution and density of Yellow Rails should be undertaken
· If they overwinter in southeastern Oklahoma, where else may they occur?
· Winter habitat requirements should be determined 
· Does habitat structure or species composition affect occupancy? What are the effects of various fire regimes? How does hydrology affect density? How may climate change affect this species?
· Extent of migratory connectivity in this species should be examined
· Where do birds breeding in the eastern portion of the range overwinter?
· What is the best way to track movements of this species?
Kristin Martin – Yellow rail habitat suitability in south-central Manitoba – multiple spatial scales
· Amount of marsh/fen habitat in landscape may be important for identifying suitable yellow rail habitat
· Conduct multiple spatial scale study in drier years to see if trends are consistent
· “Lots” of yellow rail habitat in south-central Manitoba in wet years....
Jane Austin – Relating yellow rail occurrence in the context of fire (MI)
· Habitat: 
· To what extent is woody encroachment a concern?
· Can remote sensing be used to identify quality of rail habitat -- where it has been lost, or is now at risk, from drainage and/or woody encroachment?
· What are the best management tools to sustain or restore preferred habitat conditions, through fire, water management or grazing?
· Are there lag effects of water + disturbance that influences rail occurrence via food resources and vegetative structure?
· Monitoring:
· Can we develop a monitoring program across the breeding range to better understand population trends, shifts in distribution, and to assess success of habitat management actions?

Greg Corace – Reconciling habitat use and landscape dynamics (fire regime)
· Quantify wetland composition and structure across a chronosequence of Rx and wildfire (Rx fire mapped since 1935);
· Quantify secretive marshbird occupancy (abundance?) across restoration gradient: benchmark (control)-altered-restored;
· Improve spatial and temporal planning of Rx fire treatments across landscape.
Kiel Drake – Use of ARUs for monitoring
· none specifically given, but more field assessment of ARUs would be useful

Anna Sidie-Slettedahl – use of ARUs for monitoring (MN)
· better software and recognizers needed
· more assessment of ARUs applications would be useful
Steve Cardiff and Donna Dittman – diet in LA rice fields
· Second crop rice appears to be important to yellow rails but there has been little intensive research. Need to spread awareness of the importance of rice and associated working wetlands for YER and other species, and step up research efforts, especially considering potential threats to rice agriculture, including urban/suburban encroachment, competition for limited water resources, encroachment of sugar cane, etc
· Track YERA after rice is cut
· Leave some rice unharvested
· More accurate extrapolations of population size.  Evenly distributed or patchy? Progressive concentrating effects as rice is harvested?  Densities in non-rice habitat?
· Accumulate better data re:[rice]harvest parameter:  rice variety, planting strategy, within-season field history, soil moisture, weed composition, YERA food resource availability, combine route, observer strategy (number, from combine or ground, etc) YERA distribution within field, year to year comparisons
· Continue to accumulate winter diet info from rice and other habitats
Steve Cardiff and Donna Dittman – Molts and plumages
· Juvenal plumage needs to be described – examine plumage of specimens/photos of birds in fresh juvenal plumage from breeding grounds
· Ascertain amount of body molt that occurs on the breeding grounds – are there regional differences in how much molt occurs prior to southbound migration
· Test utility and accuracy of our key
· Researchers handling yellow rails should obtain measurements including weight, take photographs, and collect and archive feathers for genetic material
· Develop standardized photo schema and photo repository to archive images of banded yellow rails.  Suggested photos - 
· Dorsal and ventral views of spread wing
· Breast and upper sides
· Face, crown, nape, capture color of bill
· Measurements taken against a ruler
· Conservation 
· Monitor movements of rail disperals from rice fields after second rice harvest
· Develop a program for rice farmers to leave strategic patches of rice uncut to provide rail habitat


