VIRTUAL SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM

ECOLOGY AND CONSERVATION 
OF THE YELLOW RAIL (Coturnicops noveboracensis)

Via the Internet, a 7.5-hour symposium, conducted in four unique 2.5-hour sessions: 
Session I – July 19
Session II – August 16
Session III – September 13
New: Session IV – November 1
All Sessions run 1-3:30 p.m. Eastern US time
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CONVENED BY:  
JANE AUSTIN, US Geological Survey, Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center
MARK WOODREY, Mississippi State University and Grand Bay National Estuary Research Reserve
JENNIFER WHEELER, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Waterbird Conservation for the Americas

This symposium will examine state of knowledge and identify priority research and management activities.  The long-term objective is to develop the foundation for a concerted conservation campaign (e.g., creation and implementation of an action plan) for the Yellow Rail.

To participate, simply visit http://nctc.adobeconnect.com/yellowrail

Please log in with your full name so we have a record of your participation. This will also serve as the repository for downloadable symposium documents. Please contact Richard_Minnis@fws.gov for assistance. 

PROGRAM
ECOLOGY AND CONSERVATION OF THE YELLOW RAIL
(Coturnicops noveboracensis)

 Session I – July 19; 1 – 3:30 Eastern U.S. Time (Final)

1:00	Welcome and Introduction to Yellow Rail Conservation.   Conveners
1:20	Phenology, Habitat Use and Co-Occurrence of Fall Migrating Yellow Rails on Intensively-Managed Wetland Complexes in Missouri - Research In Progress. Auriel M.V. Fournier*, David G. Krementz, Doreen C. Mengel, Andy H. Raedeke
1:40  Ecology of Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis) Overwintering in Coastal Pine Savannas of the Northern Gulf of Mexico. Kelly Morris*, Mark Woodrey, Scott G. Hereford , Eric Soehren, Jacob Walker and Scott Rush
2:00	10 minute break
2:10  Wintering Yellow Rails in Oklahoma and Texas.  Chris Butler
2:30  Filling Critical Knowledge Gaps to Evaluate Vulnerability of the Western Yellow Rail Sean P. Murphy*, Susan Haig, Faye Weekley, Mark P. Miller, Thomas D. Mullins, Kenneth J. Popper and Michael Green
2:50  Additional Q&A, Panel Discussion
3:30  End
 

Session II – August 16, 1 – 3:30 Eastern U.S. Time  (Final)
1:00 	Welcome and Introduction
1:20 	Yellow Rail (Coturnicops Noveboracensis) Habitat in South-Central Manitoba, Canada: A Preliminary Evaluation at Multiple Spatial Scales. Kristen A. Martin
1:40 	Response of Yellow Rails to Habitat and Landscape Features in the Context of Fire. Jane E. Austin* and Deborah A. Buhl
2:00 	Reconciling Yellow Rail Habitat Use and Landscape Dynamics at Seney National Wildlife Refuge. R. Gregory Corace, III*, P. Charles Goebel, and Daniel M. Kashian
2:20 	10 Minute Break
2:30 	Notes on Molt and Plumages of Yellow Rail (Coturnicops Noveboracensis).  Donna L. Dittmann* and Steven W. Cardiff
3:10 	Additional Q&A, Panel Discussion, Thoughts for Session III
3:30 	End


Session III – September 13, 1 – 3:30 Eastern U.S. Time (Draft, subject to change)

1:00  Welcome and Introduction
1:10	Evaluating the Use of Autonomous Recording Units to Monitor Yellow Rails, Nelson’s Sparrows, and Le Conte’s Sparrows. Anna Sidie-Slettedahl*, Rex Johnson, Todd Arnold, Jane Austin, Joshua Stafford, KC Jensen
1:30  Developing Alternative Survey Methods for the Yellow Rail: Using Autonomous Recording Units to Survey for Yellow Rails. Kiel Drake* and Danica Hogan
1:50  Notes on diet of Yellow Rails (Coturnicops noveboracensis) in rice fields on the wintering grounds in southwestern Louisiana. Steven W. Cardiff* and Donna L. Dittmann
2:10  10 Minute Break
2:20  Wet Meadow (Sedge Meadow and Fen) Systems.  Beth Middleton 
[bookmark: _GoBack]2:40  Question and Answer/Discussion. All
3:00  Next Steps, including archiving of information issues and Session IV  Conveners
3:30  End

NEW:  Session IV – November 1, 1 – 3:30 Eastern U.S. Time (Draft, subject to change)

1:00 Review of Findings of Symposium, Conceptual Model Presentation,  Planning Committee, etc.  TBD
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